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To prevent European workers from being hired as temporary employees on 
lower rates of pay than full-time staff – which undercuts both British and migrant 
workers – the UK government should no longer permit the use of Swedish 
derogation contracts for EU agency workers, and should enshrine this in 
legislation.
	 4.	 AN	AGENDA	FOR	REFORM


















The government should reverse its decision to scale back the GLA and instead 
expand its remit to other sectors where exploitation is prevalent and where EU 
workers are concentrated. We recommend that the powers of the GLA should be 
expanded to the social care and construction industries in the first instance, and 
that there should be an assessment of the feasibility of doing the same for the 







The committee overseeing the development of the modern slavery bill should 
introduce an amendment to extend the powers of the GLA to the social care and 
the construction sectors. The committee and the GLA should then work with 
sectoral bodies to ensure that the registration and due diligence that would be 
introduced by this change is harmonised into current regulatory regimes.




























We recommend that the UK implements a straightforward registration system 
for all residents (including EU nationals). Households are already required to 
register to pay council tax when they move into a new area – this process could 
be expanded with the introduction of a form that includes additional questions 
about the age of all residents in a home (to identify the number of children living 
there), and their countries of birth and citizenship. We would suggest that this 
process should be managed by the local authority. This would allow council 
workers to formally greet new arrivals and provide information about how to 









We recommend that a minor change be made to the regulations for landlords 
running HMOs. In addition to their existing duties, landlords of HMOs should be 
required to report the same details as on the new council tax form to the local 





































We also recommend that the government explore other practical options for 
facilitating the integration of EU nationals, such as by subsidising the costs 
of English language classes to individuals in need of additional support, and 
by ensuring that these are available at times and in locations that would suit 
those working in professions with ‘antisocial’ hours, such as the hospitality or 
agricultural industries. Any additional costs incurred as a result of this should be 
met through the European Social Fund budget for social inclusion, rather than 
being paid for through tax receipts.
4.2	Priorities	for	EU-level	reform	













































We recommend that the government seeks to renegotiate the principle of 
exportability so that origin states are legally responsible for covering any 
unemployment and non-contributory benefits required by their own citizens 
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The UK government has announced plans to unilaterally introduce new language 
requirements for EU jobseekers from the end of April 2014. This may well be 
challenged legally on the grounds that it is incompatible with the principle of 
equal treatment of all EU citizens. However, this kind of reform would signal an 
overall move towards enabling the movement of those most able to integrate 
and find employment in another country, and so we recommend that this should 







The UK government should negotiate for reform of the free movement directive 
so that at most any child benefits or tax credits paid out for non-resident 
children of EU nationals would be set at the rate that would be offered in the 
country the child is living in.
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In the short term, we recommend that the European Commission should provide 
funding through the European Social Fund that can be drawn on by countries 
who need to return migrants who are unable to find work. In the medium term, 
options should be explored for this process being funded proportionally by 
member states according to how many of their citizens leave to reside elsewhere 















































We recommend that the UK government opens discussions with European 
partners about the options around tightening up this system so that there are 
stronger criteria and stricter checks on the legitimacy of self-employed work.

















We recognise the challenges – both economic and social – that arise from 
disproportionate movements from one country to another, but propose that instead 
of setting numerical annual limits, any member state experiencing high outflows of 
economic migrants in a single year should be required to report to the European 
Parliament on the reasons for this, and to set out an action plan for addressing 
them. This would create a set of targets for governments to be held accountable 
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